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A Conflict between Materialism and Spiritualism in 4
Dream in Hawaii

Dr. Rajendra Ramchandra Thorat
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Shivaji University, Kolhapur

Abstract :

Bhabani Bhattacharya’s A Dream in Hawaii deals
with the conflict between the materialism of the West
and spiritualism of the East in the modern era. It
depicts how compromise and readjustment helps
Swami to resolve the struggle of his inner self, the
struggle between the traditional notions ofasceticism
or spiritualism and the modern Western concept of
worldliness- spirit and body.

Key words: Conflict, materialism, spiritualism,
inner self, value system

Introduction:

Bhabani Bhattacharya in his novel 4 Dream in
Hawaii (1978) projects an acculturation between
the materialism of the West and spiritualism of the
East. The novel depicts the conflict between the East
and the West and analyzes particularly the culture
of American society. The first part of the novel deals
with the sickness of American society. It is the conflict
between the material and the spiritual values, whether
material or spiritual things are useful for a man. After
living materialistic life for a long period, a person
having experienced wealthy life feels saturated and
wants to divert his attention from material things to
attain spirituality. So Swami Yogananda, a professor
of Philosophy who turned yogi, tries to inquire his
own inner self. A youth needs inner peace in the life
to give proper direction to his misdirected
materialistic life in the material world. Swami says:

The young people in their lostness are in desperate
search of emotion based relationships. They need

friends, they need parents, and they need man gods.
Had not Bhaktiyoga in India leading to the Chaitanya
movement grown out of a similar impulse? Vastly
different societies make a similar response under
inner pressures somewhat alike. (118)

Hawaii is the central place where we meet the
two opposite things: the gulf between the East and
the West. Novelist depicts a comprehensive realistic
picture of the Indian and American culture on the
land of Hawaii. As Stella says to Swami Yogananda,
“within him the East and the West so readily
coalesced. It is a unique East West mix. The strong
interculturation you cannot find the spark of this
ethnic spectrum anywhere else on the globe.”

The novel deals with the external life of Swami
Yogananda who gives erudite and impressive
lectures to his disciples about Vedanta philosophy
and on the other hand his inner self’s urge for Devjani,
a typical Indian girl having deep faith in moral values
of the East. For a single moment he cannot leave
the thought of hers. The experience of Swami in
Hawaii is to give guidance to those who have lost
their direction, His dream for Devjani continues to
torment him secretly, since he has met her first. Ina
way both the dreams appear to be reliable in the
last experience of Swami in Hawaii after the
justification of the novel to be entitled as A Dream

in Hawaii. It is the quality of Swami’s character
that he not only enlightens the heart of the western
people but also himself. The teaching of Swami
arouses the spiritual awakening among materialistic

Americans.
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Besides Vivekananda. Swami was much
mfluenced by Gandhiji who was so popular in
America at that time. He has a hope that he can win
the feelings and hearts of American people. By
temperament or dress he was a very simple man.

as)

JEEOH HFH 3 - T 0%



J4SN No, 2194 wuu@

He does not believe in show-oft or artificiality.
Gandhiji was a good example of sacrifice and

renunciation. And he had renounced all lnxuries of

life for the sake of common humanity:

Coming to contemporary times, we see the same
pressures of history directed at Gandhism. I know
people who honestly believe that Mahatma Gandhi
in his homeland has been turned into one of the
numerous Gods and placed on a high pedestal, a
dead image with flowers on its stone feet: While,
abroad, he is more and more a living image. (126)

When the nation is passing through a great
upsurge, there is a need of one man who can give
the right direction. When everywhere we arc facing
the calamities and rental disturbance, there is a need
of one spiritual God who can give consolation to
the confused people of society. Swami Yogananda’s
mission should not be restricted to his own country.
Like most great men he is a world citizen. He belongs
to America as much as to India. As India so do? He

has no political influence. Renunciation of worldly
possessions and selfish motives is the foundation
stone of Indian religion and culture. Desires constitute
the springs of the feeling of sex, love of power and
wealth, desire for the common good and a hunger
for communion with the unseen. These different
activities react upon and modify one another. Their
functions in life are just a different way. Renunciation
having its own law is an inevitable factor in every

The essence of the message of Sri Krishna in
Bhagvad Gita s to attain perfection and wisdom by
complete renunciation of work. The work
renunciation has a greater importance in this novel
A Dream in Hawaii. It means self-denial of worldly
temptations and selfish motives, passion and
emotional bondage. It is a fundamental and all
pervasive ideal of Indian life, an ideal that cuts across
the boundaries of language and regional culture, and
it becomes an undercurrent force in Indo-Anglican
novels. History tells us the story of those leaders
who have sacrificed their life for the welfare of the
country. Being a rich man they can’t achieve their

gonl, Self=denial is essentinl for such typo of'work.
As in the cose of Yogananda who was o professor
Neeloy Muklierjee by profession but he renounced
all the comforts of his life and adopted the life of'n
spiritual person. Now he is a source ol inspitation
for Indinns but Americans.

Swami Yogananda believes in the theory of the
Gita. The Gita demands a dynamic equilibrium in
the art of living. Every man has to complete his inner
image through the work which is his life’s mission,
the work he has been born to do. To be true to his
inner image at any cost in terms of materiality and in
terms of struggle that is his obligation. But even this
commitment is not the last word, Do your work with
no wish for results that is the key command.

There are other characters who belicve in the
theory of intcgration. Walter Gregson, o typical
western man, belicves in the theory of integration
between the diverse clement as body and spirit,
spiritualism and materialism. In the beginning of his
carcer, he belicves that a man can progress only
through the materialistic values. He has no faith in
moral and spiritual values of life. He gives emphasis
on free sex which is a fashion in American socicty.
Not only American society but Indian also affected
by this fever of sex. All through we have got freedom
earlier but until now the impact of American culture
is very much on us. Due to impact of American
culture Devjani’s mother though married woman
having immoral relationship with other man.

Walter Gregson also docs not hesitate to take
over the control over the yoga centre. Aman always
tries to reach on the highest level but when he
reaches, he is unable to get satisfaction. But despite
his involvement in the sexual pleasures of life, he is
not satisfied himself. His inner self is demanding
something else than more material power or physical
satisfaction. But at last he comes to the point that it
is not his personal problem, but a social one. He
always has feeling of jealousy towards Swami. And
he insists Sylvia Koo to seduce Swami. He is called
a clever man for his personal gratification. He always
tries to end the spirituality of Swami. But in the end

qQEavit 3 33 - T[T R0%%

(19)

las



FEPEQPE PO FARIIEIVENTIF TR FEFERY T O EEET ORI T T

AL AR AL R AR L A R L R R E R A R R R L A

&

e

he comes to realize that he has destroyed the
supreme spiritual power of the East. In a western
society, there is a need of such spiritual man who
can overcome the difficultics of American people.

Devjani presents the synthesis of the modern
materialism ofthe West and the traditional spiritualism
of the East. In the beginning of his carcer, he
considers her as a typical Indian girl having deep

faith in moral values of the East. She is shocked to
see the immoral relationship of her mother with other
man. To come out of her crisis, she wants to take
help of Professor Neeloy Mookherjee. So she

decides to renounce the world of earthly pleasure.

We can say that she has capacity to adjust herself
according to the atmosphere. In every step of her
life, she wants to make her life meaningful. So she
tries to reconcile between the two opposites, the
physical aspect of the West and spiritualism of
Yogananda. If she will be able to reconcile the two

opposite her life may become meaningful. Here we
can see the aesthetic view between Swami and

Devjani. Both have an attraction towards each other.

One thing we can calculate in the character of
Devjani, although she has the feeling oflove towards

Swami but she doesn’t like that Swami should
disguise himselfin the role of Neeloy once again.

Devjani touches his feet. He doesn’t have the desire

of’it. She answers “there is no Neeloy. There is only
Swami Yogananda (186). But she doesn’t want that

Swami should completely reject the western

materialism because for the complete development

of the personality of a man both the things are
necessary.

Dr. Vincent Swift is also interested in establishing
the epitome of eastern and western philosophy. He
intends to establish a world centre for yogic
disciplines where Swami can preach the lesson of
Vedanta spiritualism to the Americans. In 4 Dream
in Hawaii, it is only the character of Yogananda,
turned yogi, that come out quite sharp and clear. He
is a humanized form of Swami who was sponsored
by the University of Hawaii for a series oflectures.
He is not a dry formulation of yogic concepts, but a

human being with his weaknesses, He comes 1o India
after getting fulfillment of his real selfin the West,

In A Dream in Hawaif the familiar duality of
spiritual East and materialistic West arc completely
discarded. The characters are both American and
Asian- a total departure for the novelist and all of
them are involved in a quest to find the meaning of
their existence, and to experience their self-fulfillment,
It was this American and Asian combination which
made the writing of the novel a special challenge
and obvious joy for every author. Swami addresscs
to Stella: “As you know, Stella, I have certain precise
ideas about Vedanta’s relevance to some arcas of
modemn western experience. That our Ancient
philosophy is badly modem in its own way. The West
has read that own way. The West had read that same
story in our ancient temple sculptures at Konark and
Khajuraho (18).

The fact our common humanity supplies the
basis for interculturation. In this novel Bhattacharya
has portrayed the process of interculturation. It is
the unity between different human existence which
imparts the novelist his posture of cultural relativity
and cognitive flexibility both of which are
fundamental marks of a meditating man. One thing
we can calculate in this novel is that in such a
dangerous world it is not mere information but
better understanding which is very necessary.
“Knowledge has grown but not understanding.
Swami Vivekanand’s mission was to build human
understanding rather than dispense knowledge. He
was apath finder (11). It was the talent of the British
that they had used their knowledge for the
foundation of colonial purpose. Knowledge must
be superseded by understanding. Knowledge can
be increased with extensive study not the
understanding. The better understanding can be
developed only in good relation. And this is the
basic aim of the novelist to show in what way we
can strengthen our understanding with others. In
such a short time he tries his level best to bridge

the understanding gap between the United States
and India.

(20)

qUEsht 31 33 - FF R03%



-

1SSN No. :;94-3@

The method of re-adjustment and compromise
helps Swami to solve his personal problems. Inthe
fiirst part of his life he has the infirmity oflove with
Devjani but when he comes in his own original self,
 he realizes his own weakness. But at last he reaches
- toaconclusionthat ifhe wants to convert himselfas
a yogi, he will try his best to Jeave the physical desire.
We can say that physical desire has more power to
convert the life style of a man. Yogananda has tried
his level best to turn himselfas a yogi, but his love
for Devjani unable him to reach the destination. That
is why he says: “Swami Yogananda has ceased to
exist. This man you see is Neeloy Mookherjee. The
yellow garb he has to wear must be discarded (292).
At the end Yogananda realizes that human being isa
mixture of good and evil. A man should lead his life
naturally. Hence, he decides to leave US discarding
material prosperity for the sake of spiritual desire.
Compromise and readjustment helps Swami to

resolve the struggle of his inner self, the struggle
between the traditional notions of asceticism or
spiritualism and the modern Western concept of

worldliness- spirit and body.
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